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CON TAINING, 


Some REMARKS on the Diſcourſes 


ſet forth at the Conventicle the Corner of 
Lincoln's-1nn-Fields, near Clare-Market. 


Wherein they are proved to conſiſt chiefly 


I. Of Groſs and Inſolent Miſrepreſentations of 

the King's Government. | 

II. Virulent Invectives againſt the Miniſtry and 

all other Officers of State both Civil and Mi- 
litary. > 

III. Inſolent Miſrepreſentations of the Proteſtant 
Religion, as eſtabliſn'd in theſe Kingdoms, 
Defences of the Romiſh Church, its Superſti- 
tions and Members ; and their Encouragers 
during the late National Troubles. 


With a Word of Advice to Himſelf. 


— 


I counſel thee to keep the King's Commandment, 
and that in regard of the Oath of God. 
| Eccleſ. viii. 2. 
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EPISTLE 


CONTAINING, 


Some Remarks on the Diſcourſes ſet 
forth at the CONVENTICLE, the 
Corner of Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, Sc. 


=: 


to you, (wherein J intend to deal in 
Truth, and not in Compliments) I tell 


you plainly, 1 think, nothing can exceed - your | 
Arrogance in ſetting forth your Weekly Diſcour- - 


ſes, moſt of which are a Compound of Ratlery, 
Virulency and perſonal falſe Reflections on the 
Government ; not to mention the Publication 
of them in one of the Daily Papers, by way of 


Advertiſement, in whicheyou attempt ſomething 
witty, but for my Part, I can fee nothing of 


that in them, but rather think them ridiculous 
and audacious : For what elſe can they be ſtiled? 


Can they with Propriety be called Orations ? * 
| FO 


Diſcourſes 


Ou muſt pardon me, if in this Addreſs 


( 4) 
Diſcourſes calculated chiefly to keep up a Spirit 
of Sedition in a ſuperſtitious Sect of People, your 
Neighbours, againſt the Government, and Ab- 
horrence of our holy Religion, happily eſtabliſh- 
ed in theſe Kingdoms. | | 
I expect your Partiſans will ſay, in Defence 
of your Proceedings, that as a Teacher, you have 
a Right to preach or explain the Scriptures, and 
make ſuch ſuitable Remarks thereon, as might 
tend to the Inſtruction of your Audience. I 
reply, no doubt you have ſuch a Right; but 
you have for ſome Years paſt moſt groſsly 
abuſed that Right, and lay'd about you without 
Fear or Wit, without Decency or Good-Manners. 
I often hear a particular principled Set of Men 
(who have a Place for Divine Worſhip not far 
from you;) cry up your Orations as Non Pa- 
reille's : They vainly commend them as happy 
Imitations of Tully's Invective Eloquence, and 
ſwear they have the Spirit of the 


Conſpicuæ divina Philippica fame. 


Believe me, Sir, they are either yo Judges, or 
they abuſe you. For what the ingenious and 
judicious Lord Roſcommon ſays on another Oc- 
caſion, is more = 1 985 to your clamorous 
Billing ſgate Rhetorick, _ 


That Want of Decency is Want of Senſe. 


Sao is what another celebrated Author obſerves 
that Railing, Virulency, and perſonal falſe Refiec- 
tions are always the Signs of a weak Cauſe, or a 
feeble Champion. > 1 
Your original Deſign ſeems, to have been 
treating on Sacred Subjects on Sundays, I on 
(Ss ; ome 


4 


ſome other Days of the Week, on human Learn- 
ing; how far you have deviated from it, your 


own Advertiſements, in the daily Papers, have 


ſufficiently ſhewn, = 

The Act of 1. V. and M. was deſigned as an 
Indulgence for tender Conſciences, under which 
7 8 claimed a Right of opening this Place of 

vine Worſhip; pretending to diſſent from 
the Church of England, on Account of Infant 
_ Baptiſm. | 

iberty of Conſcience is abſolutely neceſſary 
in Matters of Religion ; a noble Privilege it 
is. But neither you, nor any other Teacher, are 
entitled, by Virtue of it, to treat Miniſters of 
State with Licentiouſneſs. 1 am certain that the 
Pulpit will be thought a very improper Place 
for the examining into Affairs of State, and the 
Publication of foreign and domeſtick News. In 
theſe Comments on public News, and Adver- 
tiſements, you have diſcourſed on ſeveral 
Subjects of Burleſque and Ridicule, and have 
uttered indecent, libertine, and obſcene Ex- 
preſſions; and made baſe and malicious Reflec- 
tions on the CHR cHESs of England and Scotland, 
upon Convocations, and almoſt all Orders and 
Degrees of Men, and upon particular Per ions; 
and even thoſe of the higheſt Rank, all under a 
Cloak of Religion, and delivered in the Habit 
of a Miniſter of the Church of England. 

It is certain, that private Opinions, where not 
prejudicial to the Community, ſhould be in- 
dulged, but then, that Indulgence ought to 
have its Bounds limited. e 

* T apprehend, that between Chriſtians, 
* -whoſe Judgments difagree only about a Form 
of Prayer, or Manner of Worſhip, there is no 
s more eſſeptial Difference, than between Flowers 
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„ Ro 
chat bloom from the ſame Kind of Seed, but 
happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the 
Mixture of their Colours: — Whereas, if 
** one denies the Divinity of our Loxp Jesvs 
* CyRIsST, and degrades the incarnate Gop to 
the Meanneſs of a mere Creature; if another 
** cries*up the Worthineſs of human Works, 
** and depreciates the alone meritorious Righ- 

teouſneſs of the glorious Mediator; if a third 
pays the incommunicable Honours to a finite 
** Being, and bows to the Image, or prays to 
the Saint; Theſe, ſure, are vaſt Deviations 
* from the Truth of the Goſpel. Theſe are 
_©** unallowable, and moſt pernicious Errors. 
*< Theſe" the true Believer cannot tolerate, nor 
bid the Abettors of them Gop ſpeed. ——1I 
% would*not be ſevere in my Cenſures, nor un- 
«* charitable in my Sentiments; but I fear, 1 
8 greatly fear, that ſuch Tenets ſwerve from 
«the evangelical Standard, not as one Pink 
differs from another of the ſame Claſs, but as 
e widely as the Thorn differs from the Roſe, 
© or the Hemlock from the wholſome Herb. 
« For ſuch Perſons, we will not fail to main- 
<« tain a tender Compaſſion, we will not ceaſe 
to put up earneſt Interceſſions; but we dare 
** not ſubſcribe their Creed, or give them the 
* right Hand of Fellowſhip.” | 

Proſecutions for Matters of Conſcience are 
very unjuſt; but great Care ought to be 
taken, that private Conſcience is not pleaded- a- 
gainſt the Security of the publick Conſtitution : 
For when private Conſcience becomes a juſtifiable 
Rule of Action, a Man may be a Traitor to the 
State, and plead Con/cience for Treaſon. 

But to return to your Orations, I think they 
haye reflected ſo much upon the — 
| that 
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that they have been endued with more than or- 
dinary Patience to bear the Inſults you have 1a 
long attempted to caſt upon them, without feel- 
ing the Severity of their Reſentment, which is 
but juſtly due to your Arrogance. For it I may 
be permitted to give my Opinion freely, it is, 
that your Behaviour has juſtly deſerved publicꝶ 
Cenſure; and I further add, that if thoſe you 
have ſo highly offended, had not been more 
wiſe, and patient than myſelf, you would have 
been ſent to ſome Place of Confinement, where 
you would have had both Leiſure and Oppor- 
tunity to repent of your inſolent Language and 
Behaviour. But to paſs that by, I am fure no 
one can ſay a Word in your Defence, for pub- 
liſhing them to the whole World, after you have 
ſeen what Meaſures his MaJesTY is taking, and 
what Miniſters he is employing for the Security 
and Welfare of his Kingdoms. There can be 
no other Meaning in the Publication of them, 
but to ſcatter Poiſon, and to breed Infection. 
For the Revenue (which you fo much oppoſe) 
is, with great Juſtice, ſettled on his MaJesTr ; 
And who but an Enemy to the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment, would now deſire to leſſen it, or repreſent 
it as a Burden to the People, or as fo great an 
Allowance to the Crown? 5 | 55 
| Whoever conſiders your Orations, will find 
them conſiſt chiefly; 2 
Firſt, Of groſs and inſolent Miſrepreſcntations 
of the King's Government, | 
Secondly, Virulent Invectives againſt the Mi- 
niſtry, and all other Officers of State, both Civil 
and Military. _+ _ VVV 
Thirdly, Miſrepreſentations of the Proteſtant 
Religion as eſtabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms, 


Defences of the Romiſb Church, its Superſtition | 


and 
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68) 
and Members, and their Encouragers, during 
tne late National Froubles. 1 
Thele Definitions will eaſily be proved by a 
few Remarks and Quotations. But to proceed; 
I need only hint at a few Paſſages, to juſtify the 
fiſt Definition I have given of your Orations, - 
that they conſiſt chiefiy, Firſt, Sha 
Of groſs and inſolent Miſrepreſentations of 
the King's Government. BN 


Do not you treat all thoſe extraordinary As of 
State, which his - Majeſty has found expedient 
and neceſſary for the Security of his Kingdoms, 
as if they were mere Acts of Prodigality and Ex- 
travagance,. and done without producing any 
good Effects to the Nation, but quite the con- 
trary ? In the Courſe of your Orations, you have 
taken Notice of the Revenue granted to his late 
Majeſty Gzorct the Firſt, to prove, that the 
Revenue granted to his preſent 'MaJzsTyY, is 
extravagant: You affirm that Sir Robert Walpole, 
and other Miniſters, allowed, that 700,000, a 
Year Revenue (the Sum granted to his late 
Majeſty in the Year 1714.) was an ample royal 
Revenue, to be ſufficient to anſwer all the or- 
dinary and extraordinary Occaſions of the Crown ; 
and declare you cannot conceive any Reaſon for 
jo large an Augmentation of the Revenue for 
the Preſent. This you affirm, with more A 
furance than Argument, For admitting this to 
be true, and that the Sum of 700,000 J. was at 
that Time thought an ample Revenue for the 
Crown, it does not hold, that it is ſo now. I 
am certain, that when you declare you cannot 
| Fonceive any Reaſon for ſo large an Augmen- 
tation of the Revenue, you do not give 

yourſelf the Trouble to conſider, that the Cir- 
gumſtances of the Royal Family are mightily 
| 9 of changed ; 
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(9) 
changed; otherwiſe you could not be fo ignorant. 
Many Royal Babes have been born ſince that 
Time, and thoſe which are grown up in Life, 
require conſiderable Allowances to ſupport the 
Dignity of their Birth; which has long been the 
Bulwark and Ornament of the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
Europe, and we beſeech Providence, may ever 
continue to be the Defenders of the Proteſtant. 
Faith in GREAT BRITAIN. 

But you go on, and ſneer with a very unbe- 
coming Grace, when you affirm, That it is 
freſh in all our Memories, that, beſides the large 
Revenue of the Crown, there have been many 
occaſional Taxes, many large Sums raiſed, which 
are not to be accounted for. Thefe are ſlander- 
ous Inſinuations againſt the Honour and Fuſtice of 
ive King, and can come only from an ignorant or 
il-intentioned Perſon, For it is well known by 
thoſe who are converſant with Publick Affairs, 
that no Sums were ever more ſefully employ'd 
than thoſe, which have been granted to his Ma- 
jelty, during the preſent War, and, indeed, during 
his whole Reign. | | | 

The Sums which you particularly aim at, 
ae thoſe, which enabled his MajzsTy to quell. 
the Storm raiſed and continued in the North, 
which diſturbed the Peace of GREAT-BRITATIN 
for a long Time; it having happen'd at a 
Time when we were engaged in War with two 
powerful Nations, and our National Troops 
abroad; whereby we were left almoſt wholly. 
defenſeleſs, while they were aſſiſted by that 
rejeleſs, implatable, and impetuous Prince, the 
French Kix: And the late King of Spain, who 
tho' more ſubtle and covert, was equally turbulent 
and enterprizing. The Neceſſit7 of Drawing 
Qur Forces from abroad for our Preſeryation” at 

| b - Rams 
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Home, gave the former an Opportunity of ex- 

tending their Conqueſts, in the Netherlands, 
hoping thereby to lay the Allies under a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuing for a diſadvantageous and inglo- 
rious Peace, or ſtrengthening the Foundations 
of a long and expenſive War, and the latter to 
hold out longer againſt us than otherwiſe they 
might have done. But all thoſe dangerous 
Schemes were happily defeated by a proper and 
ſeaſonable Application of the Supplies granted 
by Parliament, and the Storm was turned into 
"a Calm, not without a prodigious Mortification 
to a certain Party, that had raiſed large Contri- 
butions to encourage and ſupport it. 

As to the right Application of the Sum in 
general, the Circumſtances of them are ſo well 
known, that it would be needleſs to ſpend any 
Time in explaining them, or clearing them 
from the wrong Glaſſes, and the falje Colours, 
you have put upon them. We have the Royal 
Aſſurance, ( which ought to be relied on, and 
not treated in the Manner you treat it) that they 
were diſpoſed of for defraying the neceſſary 
Expences of the preſent War Abroad, and late 
Rebellion at Home, for the Security of the 
Commerce and Navigation of GREAT- 
BRITAIN, and preſerving the Balance of 
Power in Europe. Pray what other Account 
could be expected? Would you make your 
Prince an impreſt Accomptant ? The Cabinet 
is not to be thrown open to the Houſes of Par- 
liament themſelves, where the Prerogative is 
ſolely concern'd, and when Negotiations are 
depending and unfiniſh'd ; much leſs to every 
pelulant "Enquirer, for this would clog the 
Wheels of all Buſineſs, and make all Govern- 
ment impracticable, by proſtituting and ex- 

| HR poſin 
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poſing its Counſels, which, in their Nature, re- 


quire Secrecy, and muſt become abortive if re- 


 wealed. © | 


You labour hard to prove, that the Go- 
vernment of his late Majeſty, and that of the 
preſent have been more expenſive, and con- 
ducted with leſs Regard to the Eaſe of the Sub- 
ject, than were done in the Reigns of the Stuarts. 
Tou endeavour to leſſen and depreciate every 
thing done by the former, and to extol and mag- 


nify every thing done by the latter. You inſinu- 


ate, that the latter made more glorious Figures 
with ſmall Revenues, than have been done by 
the former with large ones; and that theirs were 
Reigns of Prudence and Parfimony, and the others 
Reigns of Extravagance and Prodigality. Thus 
you ſound the Trumpct aloud, and demand 
Attention, as if you had ſome glorious Tidings 
to tell, ſome wonderful Diſcoveries to make, ſome 
Actions worthy of the higheſt Encomiums to 
reveal, and then give us a Schedule of the Bounties 


they beſtowed, or rather only concurred in be- 


ſtowing. I muſt acknowledge, that nothing 
more artful appears throughout your Orations, 
than the working up of the Compariſon between 


theſe Reigns. Here you ſeem to lay your chief 


Streſs, and to uſe your utmoſt Skill ; and, as 
what you fay appears to be drawn from Compu- 
tations and Facts, ſo I ſheuld not wonder if your 
Auditors, at the firſt Declaration thereof, ſhould, 
be deceived by them. But when the/# Fats are 
thoroughly examined and underſtood, they will 
not be found to be ſo pious and meritorious as 
you would have them ; or if they were,. the 
Praiſe will fall where you would not have it; and 
with your good Leave, they were rather fine 
Strokes of Policy in the Miniſters, than — 
| C 3 le 
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lelled Inſtances of Piety and Generoſity in thoſe 


Princes. But you are not content to extol them 


for what was actually done in their Reigns, but 
you will magnify them for what was not done. 
In your Diſcourſes of Sunday, April 27. 1746. 
Some Reflections were ſet forth, on the ſhootin 
the five Deſcrters from the Britiſb Guards, while 
in Flanders, in Hyde Park on Wedneſday April, 
23. Surely this Enquiry was ridiculous; to 
what End are Laws made for the Government 
of the Army, it they are not put in Execution ? 
It is to keep them true to what they had taken 


an Oath to defend, for Want of which 


neceſſary Laws, Inconſtancy of Temper, and 


Deſire of Gain, might prevail too much up- 


on. The Laws for the Puniſhment of the 
Army, are not made after the Fact is commit- 
ted ; but have been Time out of Mind without 
Alteration. What hard Uſage can be com- 
plained of then ? They know the Conſequence 
of acting contrary to thoſe Laws, and thereforc 
are the leſs excuſable. His MajesTy is very 
compaſſionate, a harder Taſk cannot be impoſed 
upon him, than to ſign the Warrant for an Ex- 
ecution: I will mention one ſingular Proof 
of his Lenity, to ſhew how unwilling he is to 
loſe a Subject; and that is about eight Months 
paſt, when thirty Men who deſerted to the 
French in. Flanders, were ſentenced to die, his 
MaJjzsTY ordered that five only out of that 
Number ſhould ſuffer : They caſt Lots for the 
better determining thereof, after which his Ma- 
JESTY pardoned two of the five, and ſent them 
to their Regiments, and the others had received 
the ſame Favour, but they having been guilty 
of the like Offences before, made it * 
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them to ſuffer, they being proper Objects of 
Example, to prevent the like in others. 

Sunday, Fune 1. You charge the Government 
of conniving with the Rioters, in pulling down 
the Chapels, and Houſes of Papiſts in Lanca- 
ſore. But what Reaſon you have to do 
that, I cannot find out, ſeeing the Officers of 
his MajzsTy's Forces, were always willing to 
go to any Part where Diſturbances were; and 
I am warranted to ſay, did their Duty without 
examining of what Perſwaſion the Perſons op- 
preſſed were. Do not you find that the Ma- 
giſtrates of the Towns were remarkably active 
to quell the Rioters? what Regard does a 
Mob pay to the Laws or Miniſters of Juſtice 
when thus aſſembled with a riotous Intent? In 
the midſt of the Tumult, is not the Time to 
ſtand difputing with them about the Illegality 


of their Proceedings, for they are at that Time 


deaf to all Reproof ; take ſome of them, bring 
them to Juſtice, then the Law will be explained 
to them, and try whether the Government 
will remit their Puniſhments ; but till then 
ſuſpend your Judgment, and do not cenſure ſo 
haſtily upon an improbable Suppoſition: Im- 
probable, I muſt call it, for Proteſtants and 


Papiſts in theſe Kingdoms are ſubject to one and 


the ſame Prince, and conſequently: then, are 


intitled to his Protection, and an equal diſtribu- 
tion of Juſtice; this they enjoy in the greateſt 
Extent, contrary. to the uſual Practice of Foreign 


Nations. I dare anſwer for it, that the Tumults 
that h ppened there, were cauntenanced by no 
Magiſtrate, nor any Proteſtant Gentleman or 
Tradeſman z on the Contrary, they aſſiſted the 
oppreſſed to the utmoſt of their Power, and 
were very vigilant in the ſcizing and bringing to 
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Juſtice the chief Ring-leaders of ſo unwarran- 
table an Aſſembly.— Has not the Legiſlative 
Power enacted all neceſſary Laws, for the Pre- 
vention of Riots, to ſecure the Subjects, of what 
Denomination ſoever they may be, from the In- 
novations and Inſults of inconſiderate, or baſe 
malicious People? Are thoſe Laws any ways 
defective, ar they not vigorouſly executed where 
there is Occaſion? If they are not executed, who 
are to be blamed for it? ſurely, not his Ma- 
JESTY or his Miniſters 2 but on the Contrary, 
the Inhabitants where any Diſturbance ſhall ſhew 
its Head, tor not acquainting the proper Officers 
of Juſtice therewith; and lending their Aſſiſtance 
where neceſſary, in order to ſuppreſs it; but 
where this proper Application is made, and the 


Officers does not purſue thoſe Methods which 


the Law has put into their Hands; why then 
ſurely the Fault lies wholly on the Officers, for 
which they are puniſhable, and not on his Ma- 
JESTY, his Miniſters or any others. But this 
does not appear to be the Caſe with the Matter 
now before us, for it cannot be proved, that any 
Officer of Juſtice did not execute his Authority 
with the greateſt Vigour, for the Suppreſſion of 
thoſe Tumults; but alſo were voluntarily aſſiſted 
by the Inhabitants, otherwiſe it is likely, much 
greater Damage had not only been done to the 

Houſes: of the Families of that Perſwaſion; but 


much'more Danger might have been dreaded of 
their Perſons, eſpecially thoſe of their Teachers, 


whom the Rioters were moſtly incenſed againſt. 
June 15. Ho. viii. 4. They bave ſet up K 


but not by me. } 


The End intended by the Publication of this, 

I will not take upon me to explain, nor indeed 
the Meaning thereof; leaving them Blanks, » 
| 3 + / E 
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be ſupplied by others, rather than by myſelf. 
But in ſaying thus much, I ſhall be excuſed; 


that the whole was incouraging the Principles of 


a certain ſeditious and ſuperſtitious Sect of People, 
who flocked to you in great Numbers, during 
the late National Troubles, to have your pro- 


phetick Opinion of the Situation of Affairs, as 


they were pleaſed to term your Orations. 
Here you did not ſtop, but endeavoured to 
draw a Parallel between the Aſſizes of Judge 


Jeſſeries, in the Reign of King James the ſecond, 
on the Trial of the Rebels taken under the 


Duke of Monmouth, and the Trials of the late 


Scotch Rebels. But this you defended very 


_ weakly, and ſo far were you from proving 


the Tyranny intended, that you was ſcoffed at 


by your conſtant Auditors, and concluded: this 
Part of your Diſcourſe, before you had well 
begun, by affirming, that more might be ſaid, 
but that the preſent Times would not admit thereof. 
From this you jump to ſome ſcandolous Reflec- 
tions on the Miniſters of Juſtice at Edinburgh, 
on their burning the Rebels Colours, and as you 

was pleaſed, in your Advertiſements to ſtile 


them, ſcald Miſerablis burning Colours at Ed*h. 


Was there any Man who had appeared vigilant 
in the Suppreſſion of the late unnatural Rebel- 
lion, whoſe Conduct you did not cenſure and 
rail at; did you not throw out ſeveral ve 

ſeurrilous Invetiives againſt the Officers of that 
City, and thoſe of the Army on this Occaſion ? 
How inſolent and diſhonourable is it in you, to 


degrade the Characters of thoſe abſent Gen- 


tlemen, from whoſe Reſentment you would be 
glad to fly, were they preſent. | 

In ſeveral Diſcourſes: ſet forth in your Con- 
venticle, ſince the happy Suppreſſion of the late 
Rebellion, and fince the Trials of the Offenders 


there- 
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therein; vou have moſt grolsly reflected on his 
Majzsry's Juſtice, by pretending to * com- 
dare the Treatment of the Rebels by former 
Vines. from Milliam the Conqueror to the pre- 
ſent Limcs. | 
You alſo endeavour to acquit the Papiſts of an 
Inquifition, by the Rigour (as you are pleaſed to 
term 1t)ex<rcited on thoſe, who lately endeavoured 
the Subverſion of our happy | Conſtitution in 
Church and & ate; and cauſed ſuch great Devaſ- 
tation and Blood-ſhed. Surely, the few that 
have ſuffered as publick Examples, out of ſo 
280 Numbers, cannot with Propriety be called 
njuſtice or Barbarity,. Have any greater Puniſh- 
ments been exerciſed upon them, than has been 
provided by the Laws, Time out of Mind, for 
the Prevention of thoſe Crimes? Have they 
not fair and legal Trials? it cannot, with any 
Face of Truth, be aſſerted the Contrary. They 
are tried by their Countrymen, Ferions not im- 
mediately intereſted in the Affair; beſides, they 
are bound by an Oath to do juſtice without 
Exception; tho? the Laws are rigid, and Sentence 
of Death is pronounced on the Criminal, yet 
we have had numberleſs Inſtances of his Ma- 
Esrr's Clemency in remitting their Sentences, 
otherwiſe, many more would have ſuffered in 
teveral Parts ot the Kingdom than there have 
been. | His MajzsTy's Clemency | is great,. a moſt 
noble Quality it is, it has a great Reſem- 
blance to the Divine Being; and I hope thoſe 
Perſons, whoſe forfeited - Lives have been 
preſerved, will ſee the ] Error of their Ways, and 
| x: 25 that Lite gto the Service of their, King, 
rho preſerved” it, and thereby attone for their 


* Diſcourſes ſet forth June 22. July 6, 20, 275 and 
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„ 
paſt Miſconduct. All this you attempted 
with more Inſolence than ſound Argument: 
You have not any good Authority for your Af- 
ſertions, and after having ſpent a long time in 
proving Nothing, you conclude as uſual, with 
{aying, that, ihe Arguments might be carried 
further, but I muſs ſay no more. I ſhall reſt my 
firſt Definition on theſe few Quotations out of a 
very great Number of Diſcourſes, of which, the 
aforementioned are the moſt modeſt; and ſo 
ſhall proceed to the next. As to my ſecond 
Definition of your Diſcourſes, that they are Vi- 
rulent Invectives againſt the Miniſtry, and all other 
Officers of State, beth civil and military; I have 
in Part anticipated what might be ſaid upon it, 
by doing the Juſtice I was capable of doing (in 
the Beginning of this Letter) to the Characters of 
thoſe Gentlemen, who have been ſo deſervedly 
placed by his Majzsry in the Miniſery. But 


„ Sn. ade AN 


y your inſolent and reproachful Language demands 
It, a ſtronger Reproot, and I with my Pen had 
1 Gaul enough in it, to give it you effectually. 
et It muſt make an honeſt Man's Ears tingle to hear 
a | a Spirit of Facobitiſ advanced to a publick Au- 
S, dience, and Reflections on the Miniſtry for uſing 
in ſuch Methods as could only ſecure us in our 
Ve Property, Liberty, Laws and Religion. 
ſt To enumerate the groundleſs Reflections you 
N- have caſt on thoſe Gentlemen, would be a Taſk 
ole 'lI too cxtenfive to come within the Limits of theſe 
en Pages. I ſhall therefore content myſelf, with 
nd mentioning only a very few, to juſtify this Ar- 
18 ticle. Do not you declare the Meafures of the 
zeir Miniſtry to be quite contrary to the Intereſt of 
and NB the Nation ? that they are very Extravagant 
N N without producing any good Effects to the Na- 
da 


tion, and that their main Drift ſeems to be, as 


if 


* — 
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if they had a Mind to enſlave this free Nation; 


Nay you go further, and ſay, that the Heavineſs 


of the Taxes: is occaſioned by their Miſmanage- 
ment and Extravagance.* 

But for my Part I cannot ſee, why you may 
not as reaſonably ſuppoſe that a Miniſter, may 
be your Friend, a Friend to his Country, as | 
thoſe who oppoſe a Miniſtry. If they themſelves 
were Miniſters, I dare ſay they would profeſs 
the ſame Publick Spirit, the fame Affection for 
their Country, which they at preſent profeſs ; 
nor do 1 ſee how you could contradict them. 
Cannot you have equal Charity for others, 
who have as much Reafon to wiſh well to the 
Publick, and' to ſecure civil Liberty, as they 


who oppoſe them can have? They have hitherto 


ſtood all Attacks, and ſeem to fear none. They 
have procured us publick Tranquility, and now 
will have Leiſure and Opportunity to accompliſh 
whatever is farther neceſſary to be done for the 
Intereſt and Honour of their Country. They are 


under no Guilt nor Deſpair to divert them from 


this and what elſe ſhould? 
Vour Reflections on the Officers of the Army, 


(herein you have accuſed them with Barbary 


and Cowardice,) have been as unbounded, as 
groundleſs; all that you can ſay in ſupport of 
the former, is, their putting in Execution the 
neceſſary Orders they received for the Suppreſſion 
of the -late Rebellion; and of the latter, that 
they did not ſtop the Progreſs of it, before it 
arrived to ſuch a Height: But you ſhould conſi- 
der, that we could not bring a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Forces together ſooner than was done. — 


** Theſe Reflections are a ſtanding Article, and ad- 


vanced every Week, either in whole, or in Part, ſo 


that it would be endleſs to mention the particular Days. 


Cat 
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cannot paſs by one of your ſcandalous Reflec- 
tions without mentioning it, leaving it to others 
to judge whom you intended it for. The Ex- 
preſſion was this, or nearly the fame. There's 
that great young Heroe, who firuts up and down, 
in the ſecureſt Places of Scotland, looks as big, 
and vaunts as much as the Dutch General did at 
the Time of the Battle of Fontenoy, when he bid 
himſelf behind a large Tree, for Fear of Danger ; 
two or three Miles from the Place of Action. 

I now proceed to my third Definition of your 
Orations, namely, that they are, 

Mijrepreſentations of the Proteſtant Religion as 


eftabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms; Defences of the Ro- 


miſn Church, its Superſtitions, and Members; 
and their Encouragers during the late National 
Troubles. | | 

Your Reflections on the CLterRGyY are as 
groundleſs as all your other Afertions, for you 
declare, that the Pope is a better Proteſtant than 
any of our Bismoys; and that the Romiſo 
Clergy are better Proteſtants than thoſe of our 
Church ; theſe are as ſtrange Contrauictions as 
can well be advanced ; you preach up tor the 
Church of Rome, and as vigoroully, in Conſe- 
quence thereof, ftrive againſt our eftavliſhed 
Church. Do not you declare the one to be of 
Divine Inſtitution, and the other net? Do not 
you alſo endeavour to prove, that the Papiſts 
never exerciſed any Cruelty on the Proteſtants 
for their Religion Sake; but pretend to affirm, 
that the firſt Proteſtants, ſaid to be perſecuted, 
were Rebels? But this you could not prove, 
but would have one depend on your Word 
only ; without any other Authority. 


f As endeavoured in your Diſcourſes of Sunday, July 6. 
and Feb. 23. : . 
ET ns In 
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In your Diſcourſes on the Proteſtant Inquiſition, 
Perſecution, and Penal Laws againſt Papiſts:— 
Inſtances of Proteſtant Cruelty and Sin, worſe 
than the worſt of the moſt cruel Inquiſition : That 
the Pope grants Toleration; and England's Ne- 
ceſſity of being undone. You are daringly ſcur- 
rilous, in the firſt Place declaring, that the Ec- 
clefraſtical Courts of this Nation exerciſe a more 
tyrannical Power than the Inquiſition: That the 
| Proteſtants enjoy greater Liberties in Papal 
Countries, than the Papiſts do in this Proteſtant 
Nation: And ſecondly, that they are very much 
oppreſſed by Taxes. To theſe Reflections, give 
me leave to aſk you the following modeſt Queſ- 
tions; Wherein does any Proteſtant Inquiſition 
appear? When have the Papiſts been perſecuted ? 
What great Hardſhips do they ſuſtain by the 
penal Laws? At what Time have any Inftances 
of Proteſtant Cruelty appeared? Wherein have 
the Proteſtants been guilty of greater Sins than 
the Papiſts? And why is there a Neceſſity of 
England's being undone ? To all theſe Queſtions, 
I am ſure you cannot, with Juſtice, make any 
reaſonable Anſwer affirmatively, As for the 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts of this Nation, I cannot de- 
vile why you term their Proceedings worſe than 
the [nquifition. Do they exerciſe any Cruelty, 
either on the Proteſtants or Papiſts ? If you had 
but given us any Proof of the Tyranny of that 
Court, I ſhould have been the better enabled to 
anſwer it; but as you were pleaſed to give no 
better Proof, than your bare Word, (which is 
not to be depended on,) I ſhall be filent on that 
Head, leaving it to the Publick, to judge of 
the Truth of your Aſſertions. As to the Pope's 
granting Toleration, I cannot ſee how that can 
be made appear, without you admit, that _ 

| Hh ene 
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the Pope declares one Minute, is lawful to be 
revoked the next, in order to give an Oppor- 
tunity for Perſecution ; this is notorioully the 
Caſe with him, but in what Times can you bring 
a Parallel of theſe Villanies (or even any Thing 
tending thereto,) practiſed in this Proteſtant 
Nation. The Neceſſity of England's being undone, 
as you ſo often talk of, I do not underſtand, not- 
withſtanding your repeated Declarations, that 
we ſhall ſhortly come into the ancient State of Na- 
kedneſs. The fcurrilous Language you have 
given againſt ſeveral Proteſtant Teachers in your 
Diſcourſes, are as mean and unbecoming in you, 
as they are groundleſs, in reſpect to them, and 
ſuch as would hardly be excuſable in one of the 
meaneſt Occupation, much leſs from one, who 
ſtiles himſelf a Teacher. 3 york 

The Encouragement you gave to that ſuper- 
ſtitious Sect of People (for which you are fo 
great an Advocate) in the Time of the late Na- 
tional Troubles, would have been very unbe- 
coming, and indeed criminal in any Perſon who 
only bore a local Allegiance to the preſent Go- 
vernment ; and then how much more criminal 
mult it appear in you, who are a Native of this 
Kingdom, and partake of the Bleſſings of this 
mild Adminiſtration ? I will not enlarge on your 
Diſcourſes, as I think they are ſo groſs in them- 
ſelves, that they will not admit thereof. 

To write down your Expreſſions, is to anſwer 
them; for Slander always refutes itſelf, take 
them then, as you have preſented them to the 
World, and try if you can calmly read them 
without bluſhing, and condemning your ewn 
Inſolence. = | 

In your Diſcourſes (April 13.) you endeavoured 

to prove, that the Highlanders are no Plun- 
C2 | derers, 
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Burleigh's Maxim: And ſeveral others needleſs 


T3 
derers, but without aſſigning any other Reaſon, 
than that hey are not ſo. 

In another Diſcourſe (April 27.) you declare 
that they make the K*g glad with their Lies; al- 
luding to the Defcat of the Battle of Culloden be- 
ing miſrepreſented. Sg 

In your next weekly Diſcourſe (May 4.) you 
bid them, tear not, a little while and their Hearts 
ſpall regoyce. And on (May 11.) Fear not, they 
with us are more than they with them. In ſeveral 
of your enſuing Diſcourſes, you declare, that 
the P* is not fled : That old Women are ſeized 
for Heads of Clans : The Stuart juſtified by Lord 


to mention. I ſhall reſt the Definition of thoſe 
Diſcourſes here; tho', to fight you with your 
own Weapons, I might have carried it much fur- 
ther, but have not Opportunity. If all theſe Ex- 
Preſſions are meant irronicaliy, they are intolerable 
and you ought to be reproved for them in ano- 
ther Manner than by the Pen, or from the Preſs; 
but if you would have your conſtant Auditors 
believe you ſincere, in regard to your own 
Safety, as well as to Decency, you muſt allow, 
on after Thoughts, that your Suppaſition of Squan- 
dering and Extravagance, is ridiculous and 

chimerical. 3 
Whilſt you are often calling upon others, to 
Remember their Burdens, and to feel their Un- 
eaſineſſes, give me leave to remind you, like- 
wiſe, of your Advantages and the Happineſs you 
enjoy in concert with your fellow Subjects, al- 
moſt above all the Nations upon Earth. We 
are a People as free as the Nature of human So- 
ciety will admit. Our Government is the gentleſt 
of all others, that of a limited Monarchy. Gur 
Laws are made, and our Purſes are opened by 
Kepre- 
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Repreſentatives of our own chuſing, Men ffrom 
whom, we have the greateſt Security that can 
be, for the juſt Execution of their Truſt; namely, 
that in taking care of our Rights they do but take 
care of their own, and muſt, were they to give up 
our Liberties, bring Slavery upon themſelves. 

_ Whilſt we poſſeſs theſe precious Liberties, we 


have a conſtant Reſource, for the Remedy 


of whatever qccaſional Evils may befall us; 
whereas in Countries which poſſeſs them not, 
their Burdens and their Griefs are generally laſt- 
ing, and as much Miſery as they can bear is 
their Uniform and ſorrowful Portion. Our Go- 
vernment is mildly exerciſed ;- we enjoy an utter 
Exemption from all the ſudden Terrors, and law- 
leſs Demands of the Crown, ſuch as were for- 
merly ſeverely felt, even in Reigns which many 
(and none more than yourſelf) et to be fond 
of; whilſt againſt all Juice, and Genero/tty 
you have railed at ſuch Adminiſtrations, as never 
went beyond the known Bounds and Letter of 
the Law. | IITIG 
Me ſee not now, as we once did, under cer- 
tain of our Princes, who really were very O 
N. though ſometimes much applauded ; 
ſay, we ſee not now, as then were ſeen, arbi- 
trary Impriſonments in Defiance of the Habeas 
Corpus Act; we ſee no lawlefs and violent Pro- 
ceedings in Courts of Law, no Money raiſed 


without Conſent of Parliament, no Communities 


robbed of their Birth-rights and Charters, no 
Claims of arbitrary Rule, or of irrefſtable Right 
to do wrong, nor the Laws bending. to Prero- 
gative, nor cruſhed under it. 7: 
Now what Change can you poſſibly make for 
the better. You have none in your Choice, but 
for the Pretender, one who by his Religon, is 
| 1 8 obliged 
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_ obliged to perſecute you for yours, or to per- 
vert you from it,. or to force you to his, and 
both by Religion and Policy is obliged to op- 
| Preſs and enſlave you. Do you forget the Be- 
haviour and Pretenſions of his Father, with 
what Scorn and Inſults he uſed you, as Slaves 
created for his Pleaſure, your Laws as Cobwebs 
reverſible at his Will, your Property and Money 
at his Mercy 2 Did he own any other Law, any 
Rule of Government but his mere Will, his Mag- 
got and Prerogative ? Has the Son renounced 
the Religion or Maxims of the Father ? Does he 
not pretend to claim you like Property, or Cat- 
| tle by Inheritance, and to uſe you according to 
his own Diſcretion and Appetite ? For if King's 
muſt rule by Law, and have no Right but from 
the Law; all his Advocates have ſaid nothing, 
and he himſelf is nothing. But if his Right be 
unchangeable, and his Power without Controul 
then the Law is nothing at all, and you are no- 
thing but Slaves, which is being worſe than no- 


At preſent we enjoy a different and happier 
Lot, every Man poſſeſſes his Property and bis 
Conſcience in full Security and Eaſe, by Laws 
which no Man claims a Prerogative to break: The 
KING aſſumes no Power, no Revenue, but what 
you have expreſsly given him, and profeſſes to 
hold his Authority from the ſame Laws from 
which you derive your Protection. | 

But it is endleſs to labour to convince a Man, 
who ſeems to be grown too ſtiff to bend, to be ta 
obſtinate to be capable of Conviction, and to be 
hardened in his Impenitence. However, before 
I conclude I will throw away a little more 1n# 
upon you; and before I leave you, will offer a 
Word or two of Advice, which ſhould not _ 

E the 
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the leſs regarded for coming from a Plain- dealer, 
eſpecially as it may be of ſingular Service to you 
in preventing your ſetting forth thoſe Libels for 
the future, when your Words and Actions, it is 
likely may be, more ſcanned than they have hi- 
therto been. | 
My Advice then is, that after ſpending the beſ? 
Part of your Life in endeavouring to ſupport 
unprofitable and dangerous Principles, deſtructive 
of the Liberties of your Country, you wou'd 
before the grand Climactericł lay aſide your blind 
Zeal and Folly, and not be perpetually provoking 
a mild and gentle Adminiſtation. For where will 
be the Glory of being impriſoned, or probably 
more ſeverely puniſhed for malapert and ſawry 
Language? What will be the C/ or Merit of 
ſuffering for a Cauſe which cannot be ſerved, 
was always ridiculous, and now ſeems to be quite 
worn out and deſperate ? All your Stuff about 
ſerving High-Church and Monarchy is abſurd, 
and your Principle is ſelf-contradiftory, and fels 
de ſe. For were it poſſible tor your Endea- 
vours to ſuceed, and to bring about what your 
Friends traiterouſiy deſire, your beloved Church 
and Monarchy would be deſtroyed. The Event 
muſt unavoidably be Popery and Slavery, or (if 
you do not like thoſe odd Terms, becauſe your 
Fellow Tories have always called them Mhig- 
Cant) take Idolatry and Tyranny. Remember 
what a Figure many Proteſtant Facobites have 
made at the Place of Execution, when they were 
Juſt going to ſuffer for the Cauſe of Popery ; and 
yet at the ſame Time declared themſelves, in 
their laſt Moments to be Members of the Church 
of England. Some of thoſe poor deluded Trai- 
tors and Rebels have been ſo entbiſiaſtick, as to 
believe they died Mertyrs, and their Nonjurims 
| = a Con- 
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Confeſſors have openly declared them ſuch. But 
pray examine yourſelf ſeriouſly, whether they 
are Examples fit to be followed, and whether 
you can figure any Thing in your Mind more 
ridiculous than their Exit. . 

By the Courſe you are purſuing, you are 
throwing away the Advantage of your Education. 
You are abuſing the Parts Nature has beſtowed 
upon you for better Purpoſes than you apply 
them to. All you are doing, 1s expoling your- 
ſelf to Danger and Puniſhment, without having 
any practicable or reaſonable End in View. You 
make yourſelf a Tool to the Deſigns of others; 
| who will never act in ſincere Concert with you, 
| but, whatever they may ſay to your Face, 
= | | openly and induſtriouſly diſavow your Principles 

behind your Back, and pretend to laugh at you 
for your ſturdy and tenacious Adherance to 4 
loſt Cauſe ; tho' at the Bottom (I am perſwaded 
by their rude and familiar Treatment of his Ma- 
Jefty, and his Miniſters) that they have no other 
Exception to it, than that it is «nproſperous. 
And yet you are a Boutefeu for theſe Men, who, 
if they could rail themſelves into Autbority, 

would not ſuffer you to treat them in the man- 

ner they and you treat the preſent Miniſtry : They aun 
would not uſe you with the ſame Lenity you Wn ne 
have been uſed by thoſe whom you have 
conſtantly oppoſed and affronted. They would 
ſhew you the Difference betwixt open fair Ene- 
mies, and deceitful falſe Friends; they would 
neither permit you the Liberty of ſpeaking or 
printing any Thing in Oppoſition to their Mea- 
ſures, without the ſevereſt Proſecution and Pe- 
nalties, and you would, in all Probability, fall 
the firſt Sacrifice to their Power, Pride, and 

Cruelty. 3 
| | | | =: _ 
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having his Learning, Eloquence, and Knowledge : 
And it would be a ſad Character for a noted Orator 
to be like that Prince of Orators in nothing 
but his Pumiſhments, Ingenio manus & Cervix 
eſa, was ſaid of him after his Execution: But 
if any unfortunate Accident of that kind ſhould 
befal you, it will be ſaid, Petulantia & audacia 
ceſus. It was a Maxim amongſt the Romans. 


Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris & carcere dignum. 


Which by your Practices and Behaviour, one 
would be apt to think ran too much in your 
Head; and that you wanted to be made con- 
fiderable by ſome remarkable Puniſhment, ſince 
you are not like to be ſo any other way. But 
this Maxim was not meant to encourage malig- 
nant and ſeditious Spirits to attempt all Sorts of 
Outrages, and to form Conſpiracies (as Cataline 
did) in order to diſturb the Publick Tranquility, 
and to overturn the Government ; but it was 
meant to excite true Patriots to contemn any 
Threat., Dangers or Puniſbments, when they 
were ſerving their Country, and endeavouring 
to reſcue it from Oppreſſion and Slavery. Ir 
was meant to animate them audere aliquid bonum, 
boneftum, utile, imo & periculoſum pro Patria, 
but nibil contra Patriam. Nay, thoſe glorious 
and immortal People the Romans, went turther 
in their Notions of Patriotiſm, and recommend- 
ed Death itſelf in the Defence of their Country, 
when it was in Danger. Dulce & decorum pro 
Patria mori, was a Doctrine they were very fond 
of; and the renowned Cato, after he had 
ſtruggled in vain to ſave his Country, choſe 
rather to /acrifice bis own Life, than to ſurvive 
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the Roman Liberties. But, tho' your Cauſe is 
become as deſperate as Cato's was, and deſerted 
(as I have told you) by almoſt all, except your- 
elf; yet I do not recommend Suicide to you 
to ſave the proper Officer any trouble, if you 


ould at laſt be caught. Nor would I have 


you miſtake your/elf for a Cato, any more than 
for a Cicero, or fancy the Cauſe of Facobitiſm to 
be à Cauſe of Juſtice end Liberty, or worthy of 
what frantick Zealots may miſ-call Martyrdom. 
I believe I have wearied you, as well as my- 
ſelf, with this long Monitory Epiſtle, and I will 
releaſe you with making only @ very ſhort Apo- 
logy, viz. That if you ſhall not vouchſafe to 
obſerve my Advice, you ought to excuſe it. For 
you can have no Pretence to be offended with 
any Freedom I have taken, ſince you uſe all 
Mankind with unbounded Liberty. Reſpondebo 
tibi ut fi quam voluptatem male dicendo cepiſti, 
eam male audiendo amittas, yu” 
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Nov. 29, 1746. J am yours, &c. 
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